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Abstract

Learning and concomitant identity formation are, in part, the result of tensions that arise in professional learning communities (PLCs). The tensions between Vygotsky and Dewey, in their respective socio-cultural theories, may be seen as a mirror of some of the challenges to be faced in designing and analysing creative professional development in such communities. Crudely speaking, Dewey emphasized process, individual learning and the tutor as facilitator.  Vygotsky, by contrast, emphasized the role of the group in achieving goals, and the more pro-active role of the tutor in the learning and teaching process.  This tension, indicative of the different political systems within which the two theorists were located, raises issues concerning how individual and social (group) processes interact within learning and teaching involving creative, visual-practice. The difference between Vygotsky and Dewey with respect to the roles of process and goals in Art and Design education in particular, raises three significant educational issues.  The first is the role of social history versus individual history in the studio and how both histories might be ‘accommodated’ within learning and teaching situations.  The second is about the role of the educator, and the third about whether the basis of educational change can be attributed to the individual or the wider social context.  All three educational issues have implications for pedagogical design.  

In this paper we present a vignette of shared creative activity in a distributed community.  These vignettes represent the extensive case studies upon which they are based.  We will look at how a group of professional architects used collaborative learning strategies within a networked environment for Art and Design Education to create a visual artefact. The vignette will contain data from the evidence base upon which this work is building.  The data analysis is based upon case study interviews.

Distributed communities rely extensively on the use of networked communication technologies to pursue their creative endeavours. The technologies currently at hand provide affordances and limitations within which these communities may attempt to work creatively and try to collaborate together. There is a growing interest among researchers and educators to develop sustainable virtual communities, using these technologies, which can support learning processes, collaboration and creative, shared activity.  In educational and professional contexts, where value is placed upon social interaction and participation in groups as a way to actively engage in creative and explorative activity, socio-cultural theories provide a basis for informed praxis in these endeavours.  This theoretical framework will form the basis of analysis for the vignette presented in this paper. Building upon their own research, and developments in the literature, the authors raise the important question: can virtual learning communities transform professional practice?  We will also attempt to outline a framework for a future agenda in the area of creativity and collaboration in sustainable virtual communities.
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